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On Saturday afternoon, July 7, representatives of the Club 
visited Central Park, New York City, under the guidance of Dr. 
Edmund B. Southwick, and examined some of the rare trees and 
shrubs there under cultivation. 

' The field meeting of July 14 was devoted especially to a 
study of the mosses, Mr. R. S. Williams acting as guide and in- 
structor. Members of the party met at the Museum of the New 
York Botanical Garden and walked thence to Van Cortlandt 
Park, where various types of mosses were observed. 

The excursion planned for July 21, to Little Falls, N. J., was 
prevented by the persistently stormy character of the day. 

On July 28, members of the Club enjoyed the hospitality of 
Professor L. M. Underwood at Redding, Connecticut, where 
numerous gorges and wooded ravines offer an interesting flora. 
Flowering or fruiting specimens representing thirty-seven natural 
families of seed-plants were collected. 

The field meeting of August 4 was an excursion especially for 
marine algae. Hunter's Island, which is on Long Island Sound 
within the limits of New York City, was visited, with Dr. 
Marshall A. Howe as guide. Gracilaria confervoides (L.) Grev. 
was among the rare and more interesting species found. 

NEWS ITEMS 
Dr. J. N. Rose, associate curator of the Division of Plants, 
U. S. National Museum, left Washington August 1, to continue 
his botanical explorations in Mexico. 

Professor C. F. Baker, botanist of the Estacion Agronomica 
Central de Cuba, has recently spent a month or more in the 
United States, returning to Cuba on August 15. 

Homer D. House, associate professor of botany and bacteri- 
ology in Clemson College, was engaged during the month of 
July in holding farmers' institutes in various parts of South 
Carolina. 

Dr. Augustine Henry, well known by his travels and botan- 
ical collections in China and Formosa, arrived in New York on 
the Majestic, August 3, for a tour of the United States and Canada. 
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Mr. Norman Taylor, of the New York Botanical Garden, 
sailed on August 18 for Cuba, where he will spend several weeks 
among the mountains near Santiago in company with Professor 
B. E. Fernow, of Ithaca, N. Y. 

Guy West Wilson (B.S., DePauw University, 1902 ; A.M., 
1903 ; M.S., Purdue University, 1906), and Ralph Curtiss Bene- 
dict (Ph.B., Syracuse University, 1906) have been appointed 
assistants at the New York Botanical Garden. 

Professor F. S. Earle has retired from the directorship of the 
Estacion Agronomica Central de Cuba, a post which he had held 
since the organization of the institution in the spring of 1904. 
He will remain for the present on a fruit farm owned by him near 
Herradura in the Province of Pinar del Rio. 

William Mitten, well known as a bryologist, died at Hurst- 
pierpoint, Sussex, England, on July 20, 1906. His name was 
familiar to American students of the mosses especially through 
his " Bryology of the Survey of the 49th Parallel of Latitude " 
and by his " Musci Austro-Americani," a volume of 659 pages 
descriptive of the mosses of South America. 

Henry Allan Gleason (Ph.D., Columbia University, 1906) 
has been appointed instructor in botany in the University of Illi- 
nois, where he will have classes in general morphology and sys- 
tematic botany and will also have charge of the herbarium. 
The University has recently purchased the botanical collections 
of F. E. MacDonald, of Peoria, Illinois, containing about 12,- 
000 sheets of spermatophytes. 

Dr. D. T. MacDougal, director of the department of botanical 
research of the Carnegie Institution of Washington, left New 
York on August 18 for the City of Mexico. He will devote 
about six weeks to a study of storage organs of desert plants in 
the Tehuacan region and to collecting Cactaceae there in com- 
pany with Dr. J. N. Rose, after which he will return to the 
Desert Botanical Laboratory at Tucson, Arizona. 

Dr. William A. Murrill, first assistant of the staff of the New 
York Botanical Garden, returned to New York on August 18 
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from a trip to Europe. Visits were made to the mycologist 
Bresadola in Trient and to museums and botanical gardens in 
Paris, Berlin, Copenhagen, Upsala, Stockholm, Leyden, Amster- 
dam, and Kew. From July 3 1 to August 2 he was in attend- 
ance upon the International Conference on Hybridization and 
Plant-Breeding, held in London under the auspices of the 
Royal Horticultural Society. 

The two Walker prizes offered annually by the Boston Society 
of Natural History for the best memoirs on specially designated 
subjects connected with natural history are offered for 1907 for 
memoirs on six subjects, three of which are botanical, as follows : 
" (1) The structure and affinities of some fossil plant or group of 
fossil plants. (2) The development of the gametophytes in any 
little-known representative of the Coniferales. (3) The anatomy 
and development of some order or group of the angiosperms." 
The first prize is sixty dollars, which, at the discretion of the com- 
mittee, may be increased to one hundred dollars, for a memoir of 
marked merit. Competition is not restricted but is open to all. 
The manuscript of memoirs submitted must be in the hands of the 
secretary on or before April 1, 1907. Further particulars may 
be had by addressing Glover M. Allen, Secretary, Boston Society 
of Natural History, Boston, Mass. 



